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CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER LETTER

1999 HEALTH INFORMATION MANAGERS ANNUAL MEETING AND AMERICAN
HEALTH INFORMATION MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATION NATIONAL CONVENTION

1.  The Veterans Health Administration (VHA) will hold a meeting for Health Information
Managers on Thursday, September 30, 1999 and Friday, October 1, 1999 in conjunction with the
American Health Information Management Association (AHIMA) 71st National Convention,
scheduled for October 2 through October 7, 1999, in Anaheim, CA. 

2.  As the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) enters into new ways of doing business, the
resourceful use of data and information is vital to VHA survival.  Health Information Managers,
responsible for the management of patient records,  play a vital role in the continued success of
VHA.  These professionals are key to the development of a computer-based patient record that is
a basis for patient care, compliance, data quality, education, research, performance improvement,
and organizational decision-making and meets all legal and regulatory requirements.  Health
Information Managers direct sections of the organization responsible for capturing, validating,
interpreting, analyzing, and reporting much of the information in VHA’s databases.
 
3.  Attendance at these meetings will enable facility Health Information Managers learn more
about current VHA information management activities, as well as attend sessions covering a
wide variety of health care administrative and management issues, e.g., Compliance, Coding, and
Classification, Data Quality, Data Security, Data Management, Year 2000 (Y2K), and
Computerized Patient Record (CPR).

4.  Facilities are responsible for tuition, travel expenses and per diem.  Airfare should be
obligated using Fiscal Year (FY) 1999 funds; per diem is split, obligating days through
September 30th with FY 1999 funds and days falling in October with FY 2000 funds.

5.  This conference will provide Health Information Managers with information about exposing
facility staff to new and innovative technologies and ideas to better meet the needs of veteran
patients cannot be emphasized enough.  Attendance of facility Health Information Managers at
this conference is encouraged.

6.  Questions may be referred to Gail Graham, Director, VHA Health Information Office at 202-
273-9220.

R. David Albinson
Chief Information Officer
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